Remarkably, 30 years on, the 1978 Sydney Hilton Hotel bombing is being cited as a reason for the indefinite 'war on terror declared in 2001. At the official ceremony to mark the 30th anniversary of the bombing, the event was used to justify the erosion of civil liberties in the name of combating terrorism. A memorial plaque was unveiled at the site of the blast in Sydney's George Street and, to mark the occasion, New South Wales Premier Morris lemma wrote an article for the Sydney D a ily T elegraph in which he described the Hilton bombing as 'a tragic entree to an age of terror that remains with us'.1 He added: 'We have sacrificed a share of our civil liberties so police can thwart the sneaky, insidious methods of the terrorists'.2 Far from being the start of a new era of terrorism, the Hilton experience demonstrates how a single incident can be used to carry through an unprecedented restructuring and strengthening of the powers of the police and intelligence and military agencies at the expense of legal and democratic rights. The mass media proclaimed the bombing as 'our first full taste of Twentieth Century terrorism'3 and supported Australia's first military call-out onto urban streets. Yet, there is no evidence that terrorism was involved following the ignominious collapse of two frame-ups of members of the Ananda Marga religious sect who were wrongly accused of the crime. No genuine inquiry has ever been conducted into the Hilton affair, despite evidence pointing to the possibility that the crime was committed by the security agencies themselves.4

